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downtown  des moines
planning  project

   DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT
               existing and proposed conditions
                    Public Meeting #2                25,26 April 2007
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* large downtown employer = 
                     company in top 50 for number 
                     of employees in the metropolitan 
                     area per 2004 State of Iowa 
                     Workforce Development 
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new development /  Gateway Park,
redevelopment  I-235, skywalks
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redevelopment  skywalks

EODouglas
Pencil

EODouglas
Pencil



Development issues:
commercial and business development, amenities (arts, culture, retail, entertainment, hospitality), 
services, government, education, historic resources, transit, parking, housing

DRAFT development recommendations:

Transform Walnut Street
from a transit mall to a great urban street – the “spine” of downtown 

Downtown as a business hub
upgrade infrastructure and amenities in the traditional core to encourage continued re-
investment and attract/retain world class businesses 
incent new development contiguous to the downtown core. 
encourage small and/or innovative businesses throughout downtown 

High density mixed use development
Encourage vibrant areas with a mix of business, retail, and residential uses  

Enticing and unique retail, restaurant, entertainment, and hospitality opportunities
Places to play for visitor and residents (downtown and metropolitan) of all ages 
 
 

•

•
•

downtown  des moines
planning  project

Public Meeting #2
25-26 April 2007

Comments, Questions

INPUT GROUP:  DEVELOPMENT

Preserve, strengthen, and communicate downtown’s arts, architecture & cultural heritage
Provide flexibility for adaptive reuse of old structures.  
Expand the influence, boundaries, and incentives for the historic and cultural districts in 
downtown; Create a cultural district around Western Gateway Park
Promote and recognize outstanding design quality in all types of downtown development
Build with sustainable principals including new buildings, renovation, infrastructure, and 
landscapes   
Create a public art awareness and information program to showcase the existing and future 
public art, architecture, and landscapes in downtown
Attract variety of ages, interests, income levels, and backgrounds 
 

•
•

•
•

•

•

Expanded downtown culture
Potential new cultural attractions include: Center for Citizen Diplomacy, children’s museum, 
river environmental center, art center - downtown branch, performing arts school, culinary 
arts education center, adventure recreation center, movie theater, music venues, shopping, 
and an indoor farmer’s market. Encourage the development of new cultural attractions as 
well as retail, restaurant, and entertainment businesses in the following areas:  the Riverfront, 
north and south of Western Gateway Park, 10th Street, Walnut Street, 3rd/4th Streets, Court 
Avenue, E. Locust Street.  


